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Flooded informal trail in El Capitan Meadow Stoneman Bridge at high water 

Sugar Pine Bridge 
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Stoneman Meadow in 1987 before 
restoration, showing informal trail network 

Stoneman Meadow in 2008 after restoration 
and boardwalk installation 

Removing Informal Trails 
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Devil’s Elbow, pre-restoration, 1993 Devil’s Elbow, post-restoration, 1995 
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Yosemite Village  
Day-Use Parking 

Area 
(Camp 6) 
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Parking Pulled Back from River 

Yosemite Village  
Day-Use Parking 

Area 
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Yosemite Village  
Day-Use Parking 

Area 

Draft  
Preferred Alternative 
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NPS Valley 
Maintenance 

Draft Preferred 
Alternative 

Warehouse 

Bus Maintenance 
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Yosemite Lodge and Camp 4 

Draft Preferred Alternative 
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Underpass 

Day-Use Parking 

Camp 4 
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El Portal - Abbieville 

 

Draft Preferred Alternative 

Day-Use Parking 

To Park Entrance 
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West Valley Staging 

 

Draft Preferred Alternative 

~1 acre 

To Valley 
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Camping Units 
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Lodging Units 

* El Portal: Private accommodations exist but are not on NPS land; therefore, they are not listed here.
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Visitor Activities: 
Summer Use 
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Activ ity

Including: 
Rafting- .03% 
Swimming- .03% 
Horseback Riding-  .01% 
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Visitor Activities: Winter Use 
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Merced River Plan Facilities Analysis 
  
5 “To illustrate the level of degradation 

already experienced in the Merced 
and maintained under the regime of 
interim limits proposed by NPS, we 
need look no further than the dozens 
of facilities and services operating 
within the river corridor, including but 
not limited to, the many … 

   

 -- (Friends of Yosemite v. Kempthorne, 9th Circ., 2008) 

 

 

            

 

 

    … swimming pools, tennis courts, 
mountain sports shops, restaurants, 
cafeterias, bars, snack stands, and 

other food and beverage services, gift 
shops, general merchandise stores, an 

ice-skating rink, an amphitheater, a 
specialty gift shop, a camp store, an 

art activity center, rental facilities for 
bicycles and rafts, skis and other 

equipment, a golf course and a dining 
hall accommodating 70 people.” 
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Merced River Plan Facilities Analysis 

 

Curry Village and Yosemite Lodge temporary employee housing  

The Ahwahnee Swimming Pool and Tennis Court 

Yosemite Village Concessioner Garage and Concessioner General Office       

Yosemite Lodge Swimming Pool, Snack Stand, Bike Stand, and Post Office  

Yosemite Art Activity Center  

Happy Isles Snack Stand  

Curry Village Ice Rink, Bike Stand, and Raft Stand  

Commercial Horseback Day Rides in Yosemite Valley 

Odgers Bulk Petroleum Storage in El Portal  

Old Wastewater Treatment Plant in El Portal 

 

 

Proposed for Removal: 
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Merced River Plan Facilities Analysis 
Opportunities for bike rental relocation within and outside river corridor 
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Merced River Plan Facilities Analysis 
Opportunities to keep ice skating as a seasonal recreation activity 
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Draft Preferred Alternative 
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Draft Preferred Alternative 
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Actions Common to All the Alternatives in Wawona 

• Restore natural resources within the 150-foot riparian buffer 
(public lands only) 

• Improve Swinging Bridge day-use area at the end of Forest 
Drive, on the south side of the river; add a vault toilet and trash 
enclosure; delineate parking 

• Relocate stock camp to protect cultural resources 

• Extend waste water treatment system to Wawona Campground 

• Wawona Hotel tennis court to be removed 

• Wawona Hotel  remains fully protected as a National Historic 
Landmark  

• No new construction is proposed in Section 35 
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Actions Proposed by the Preferred Alternative in Wawona 

• Commercial day rides will continue to be offered by 
the concessioner 

• Wawona Campground, Loop A modifications to 
protect natural and cultural resources; 13 campsites 
will be removed (86 sites will remain) 

• Wawona Hotel golf course and golf shop to remain 
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User Capacity/Visitation 
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Merced River Plan’s Range of Alternatives 

 Actions No Action Alt 2 Alt 3 Alt 4 Alt 5 Alt 6 

  Acres Restored 0 347 302 223 203 170 

  Peak East Valley Visitation 20,900 13,900 13,200 17,000 19,900 21,800 

       Day Visitors 14,800 9,400 8,500 10,500 12,800 13,700 

          Overnight Visitors 6,100 4,500 4,700 6,500 7,100 8,100 

  Yosemite Valley Lodging Units 1,034 556 621 823 1,053 1,248 

  Yosemite Valley Campsites 466 450 477 701 640 739 

  Parking Spaces for East Valley 5,200 4,000 4,300 4,905 5,600 6,099 

  Total Project Cost ($M) $263 $187 $223 $235 $418 
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http://parkplanning.nps.gov/trp_deis
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